96            CORRESPONDENCE OF       [1708

XXX VI11. {Copy*}

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, June 12, 1708.
SIR,

I CANNOT tell what you may think of rny long silence,
nor can I well account for it; I am sure there is a reason
for it, pray see if you can find it out. For my own part I
profess I find myself in a wood, and do not know but in
such a case it is best to stand still till the mist clear; by
doing so I shall at least avoid the fatigue of wandering or
falling Into a pit. We have been terrified with interception
of letters at the Post Office.2 I am sure I can write nothing
that I am solicitous to conceal, and yet arn desirous not to
give so much interruption to any as the reading of a letter
of no consequence in an ill hand may create; the good
nature of mankind besides is such that they seldom search
for nothing, and therefore either find, or make something of,
that nature In what they read.

I should not have ventured to have given you the trouble
of this If I had not received the honour of a letter from his
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, wherein he signifies that
he has made some progress in the affair of the first fruits
and twentieth parts; and that his Excellency had good
hopes of having it concluded in some time. This I in-
tended immediately to have communicated to the Bishops
here, but such another accident in my foot as you mention
to have happened to you in one of your legs, has confined
me to my chamber ever since I received it. There is no
manner of necessity that people In London should know
that I have the gout.3

As to the Test clause, if the repeated votes of Parliament
be not sufficient to show the sense of the people as to that
point I cannot tell how it shall be known. Great industry

1 In King's Correspondence.   See Preface.

- As Lecky ("England in the Eighteenth Century," Lond., 1878,
i, 454) says, " the secrecy of the Post Office was habitually violated "
in the early part of that century. A number of authorities are cited
by Lecky in support of his statement; in particular a passage in one
of Sir Robert Walpole3s letters which shows that Walpole had uno
scruple in opening the letters of a political rival."

3 Supra, p. 51, n. 3.nry; *' from the first he saw through those empty platitudes."
